Environmental Humanities

The environmental humanities (also
known as ecological humanities)

is a new multi-, inter- and
transdisciplinary field of research
addressed to the socio-cultural
dimensions of today’s pressing
environmental problems, such as
resource depletion, toxic pollution,
anthropogenic climate change,
escalating extinctions, the emergence
and spread of new pathogens, and
the many forms of environmental
injustice with which these problems
are entangled.

MESH

MESH (Multidisciplinary
Environmental Studies in the
Humanities) is a research hub
addressing the social, cultural and
ethical dimensions of global
environmental change, together with
its associated ecological, climate and
health crises. Bringing the historical,
philosophical, literary, linguistic and
cultural anthropological expertise of
the humanities into conversation with
the natural and social sciences, MESH

Fostering dialogue and debate across
the disciplinary divides that separate
the arts, humanities, social and
natural sciences, the environmental
humanities examine in particular the
cultural assumptions, attitudes,
meanings, and values that both
inform, and are in turn informed by,
prevailing patterns of human
interaction with other living beings
and our shared physical environs, in
order to contribute to transformative
change in research agendas and the
wider society.

fosters research and knowledge
exchange across three main areas of
enquiry:

Decolonial Cultural Ecologies
Multispecies Conviviality
Disaster Preparedness

These are also the respective themes
of the MESH symposia in 2023, 2024
and 2025.
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Public lectures at the University
of Cologne with eminent
environmental researchers
from around the world
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Work-in-Progress Seminar

Work-in-progress seminars with
environmental researchers from
the University of Cologne

linary methods seminars with
environmental researchers
from the University of Cologne
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Workshops, Symposia
and Colloquia

MESH’s workshops, symposia,
and colloquia with lectures
concerning the overarching
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Public Lecture

Public lectures at the
University of Cologne with
environmental experts active
in the public sphere
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MESH researcher’s talks at
conferences and elsewhere

MESH researchers’ talks and
presentations at conferences
and elsewhere

research theme of the

respective year

Projects

« Cultural Evolution in Changing Climate:
Human and Earth System Coupled Research,
HESCOR (University of Cologne, since 2023)

« Just Futures? An Interdisciplinary Approach
to Cultural Climate Models, CCM (Universities
of Cologne, Duisburg-Essen, Klagenfurt,
Leeds & Sheffield, 2023 — 2026)

. Of Apple Trees and Christmas Trees:
Multispecies Conviviality and Linguistic
Performance of Knowledge and
Authority (Universities of Cologne and
Rostock, since 2023)

« Rethinking Fables in the Age of Global
Environmental Crisis (Universities of Cologne
& Kent a.o0., 2023 - 2025)

« Sharing a Planet in Peril, SAPP (University of
Cologne & Arusha a.o., since 2023)

« Rewilding the Anthropocene (University of
Cologne a.o. 2022 - 2026)

« Vom Anthropozan erzahlen (University of
Cologne, 2022 — 2023)

« Climate Change Literacy, CCL (Universities of
Cologne & Duisburg-Essen, 2021-2022)

« The European University for Well-Being,
EUniWell (Universities of Cologne &
Birmingham a.o. since 2020)

« Future Rural Africa. Future-making and
Social-ecological Transformation, CRC TRR
228 (Universities of Cologne & Namibia a.o.
2018 - 2025)

« Disaster Preparedness through Climate
Change Literacy using Multimedia Textures
for People with Intellectual Disabilities by
Katrin Klandt (since 2022)

« Images, Stories, and Spatialities of the Island
Hazardscape by Mars Edwenson Briones
(since 2022)

« The Living Lyric: Contemporary Eco-Poetics
and the Eco-Political Praxis of Attention,
Communication and Activism in a Time of
Climate Crisis by Tanya Gautam (since 2022)

- Mediterranean Critical Zones -
Socioecological Crises and Strategic
Resilience in Egypt and Lebanon by Christoph
Lange (since 2021)

« Practices of Prediction and Prognosis:
Linguistic Analysis of Prospective
Communication by Carolin Schwegler (Sub-
project of the PreTAD project, Universities of
Cologne, Bonn, Geneva & ACE Barcelona,
2021 - 2025)
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Doing Doctoral Studies at MESH

Are you interested in making a
difference in academia and beyond?
A PhD in Environmental Humanities
combines outstanding academic
research and transdisciplinary
engagement. The University of
Cologne offers a PhD in Environmental
Humanities under the leadership of
MESH and invites expressions of
interest from suitably qualified
applicants with a Masters degree
(or equivalent) in the environmental
humanities or one of its sub-
disciplines (environmental history,
environmental literary and cultural
studies, environmental linguistics,

Funding and Support

environmental philosophy, ethics and/
or religious studies, or environmental
anthropology). In order to guarantee
disciplinary excellence and
interdisciplinary fit, a member of
MESH’s directorate will act as one
supervisor of any planned PhD project
in collaboration with a second
supervisor from your home discipline.
Please get in touch with both potential
supervisors before applying. More
information on the application
process as well as on funding
opportunities and international
regulations can be found below.

a.r.t.e.s. Graduate School for the Humanities Cologne

Doctorate

Albertus Magnus Center for Early Career Researchers

Career orientation and development for doctoral candidates

DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service

Scholarship Programmes Database

UoC International Office
Prospective Doctoral Students

Contact

Email: info-mesh@uni-koeln.de

50937 Cologne
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https://artes.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/en/doctorate
https://portal.uni-koeln.de/en/albertus-magnus-center/doctoral-candidates
https://www2.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/datenbank/en/21148-scholarship-database/?status=4&origin=&subjectGrps=&daad=&intention=&q=&page=20&back=1
https://portal.uni-koeln.de/en/international/study-in-cologne/international-applications/doctoral-students-prospective

